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Sample Policy: Written Consent 
 
The Fourth Amendment of the U.S. Constitution gives all Americans protections from unreasonable or 

unjustified searches. People stopped by the police have a constitutional right to deny requests to be searched if 

the officer lacks legal cause. However, many people stopped by law enforcement do not know that they have 

the right to refuse a search and are rarely asked for consent, even when consent is required. Unjustified searches 

by law enforcement result in unnecessary arrestsi for low-level, non-violent offenses (e.g., possession of 

marijuana). Arrests for such low-level offenses do not make our communities safer. 

 

Additionally, there are significant racial disparities in who is exposed to these searches. In 

Greensboro, data from the GPD data show that African Americans are stopped at a rate of 2.08 to 1 compared to 

white drivers, even though police found illegal drugs and weapons on white drivers more often. Police are also 

much more likely to use force against African Americans than Whites. 

 

Often, people are misled into 

“consenting” to consent searches. Officers will 

order (or “ask”) people to empty their pockets or 

open up their bags without telling them that they 

have the right to refuse. These searches lead to 

negative interactions with police and 

unnecessarily funnel community members 

through the criminal justice system. Arrests 

resulting from unlawful or coercive stop-and-

frisk practices, and the convictions or pleas that 

often follow, can have devastating 

consequences, including the loss of jobs and 

hiring prospects, inability to get student loans, 

housing evictions, lengthy and costly court 

procedures, and debt. These trends only worsen 

racial disparities.  

 

Consent-to-search policies can 

mitigate the harms of these searches and 

reduce people’s exposure to incarceration by 

ensuring that those stopped by police are 

made aware that they have the right to refuse 

a search. Durham, Fayetteville, and Asheville, 

NC, all have written consent-to-search policies 

which have reduced racial disparities in police 

stops and searches.  

 

It is time for Greensboro to adopt a similar policy.  

 

Written Consent form from the Durham 

Police Department 
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Racial Disparities in Greensboro Stops & Searches 
 
 

African Americans in 
Greensboro are more 

than 100% more likely to 
be stopped and 

searched by the police 
than white drivers, even 

though police find 
drugs and weapons on 

White Drivers more 
often. 

 
 
 

 
African Americans make up 
43% of Greensboro’s 
Population, but 68% of 
those searched by the 
police. 

 
& Nearly all use of force 
incidents involve African 
American Victims 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Data available at www.opendatapolicing.com 


